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Arkansés 


The improvement of home grouds is one of our more recently edopted 
practices. We are not yet able to do a “MebeMe piece of work as the State 
mploys only ome specialist in horticulture, end with the frzit areés, truck 
croos, end practices of commercial kind and size to occupy him, he has little 

time for home gardens and home grounds. ; | 

ne Ashley County home demonstration agent reports 15 women who 
have continued the planting of their home grounds started last year according 
to € definite landscape plan. They also hed the cemetery plantea the same 
wey and are specializing in the use of native shrubs end flovers to show that 
good results cen be achieved rithout an expenditure of a large sum for plants. 
Next year the agent will have charge of planting the courtyard. and keeping it 
beautiful. £ small amount of money has been.set aside by the county for thet 
purpose. 
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Crittendon County has two or three outstanding desmngteneer kore in L ae 
grovads improvement which have been under way for four years or more. Tares 
yeers ago the agent in St. Francis County started a number of smé lire rks 
Forrest City, and these stand as a monument to her good work. . re 

In Phillips County, the home denonstretion agent, rorking with the civic 
desertment of the county federetion has laid out éad plented vacant lots and 
Crossings in the sm@il towns along “=e reilroeds. For two.years the clud boys 
end girls nave kept up lovely little parks in Mazveil end Benton. The home 
demonstretion club women improved nine school grovnts in sradley County.’ 

Mrs. Taylor, @ demonstration club member in Hot Spring County, -en- 
listed the entire membership of the county federation to help her win the 
State laurels in the home-improvement contest wnich incluced home erouncas. 

She made most attractive use of vines and shrubs to conceal 211 unattractive 
foundaticnas. | 

In Faulkner County reports from 285 rurel club women show that 76 
per cent of the members vere working on better lavms end flowers.-Connie J. 
Bonslagel, Home Demonstretion Leader, 310 Donaghey Building, Little So 

. Seven schools, Lowell, Morning Svar, Vaughn, Dz me): ke, Hiwasse, 
Pleasant Hill, ead Duckworth, are beginning 2 beautification plan to last over 
e term of years. Vaughn and Morning Star have the most extensive .vlens.. The 
Morning Star school is on a main highrey about 4 miles from Veugan, & towa 
with a big concrete school, a little white church, and a new SO-foot community 
eae The tyvo community centers ere slanning e volenting end. improvement 
srogram to last over a tern of yeers, end they heve ¢lso- asked the farmers 
ae se homes lie between them on the pike, to yeautify their nomes;. using some 
of the gene shrubs and e« few poplar trees a tie the whole together. Tiss 
mlan seers feasible, practicel,end attracti 1) ia 

In our home beautification we are pee ahs the value of the castor 
bean for a quick dense growth vith a tropical look where @ screen is needed 
for wmsizhtly buildings or there a shede is needed for @ bare screened serena 
or even as a small group plenting. . Shy. a 

At the county £317 in. fae seed and flower exchange about “uO slips, 
cuttings, snruds, and I eg of seeds vere ex cchenged for new varieties oy 
flower lovers. A number of rose gardens heve been aterked: ag- well as per- 
wenent plentings e&round Aouse foundations, at sides of yards, end.as e ; 
screening for back yards.-Blizeteth Temple, Home Demonstration Agent, Rogers, 
Senton Cowmty. 
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The Rison women's club hag’ special part of their program the beautifica- 
tion of the courtyard. ‘indew boxes were mede for the front windows, shrubbery 
was stérted around the comers of the courthouse, and cannas, chrysantnemums, 
flowering almonds, jeponicas, hollyhocks, liomeysuckle, yellow jasmine, end 
Clematis were planted. In addition to this, the club had as a part of its 
regular club work the planning of e chrysanthemum show to be held in the fall. 
bach club member hed three néw chrysanthemums, to fall and one vinter vlooming 
plants. This exhibit is' to be given as an all-day exhibit, vhile for three 
hours in the afternoon it is to assume the form of a Japanese tea with high- 
school girls, dressed as Japanese moids, to serve. “Dollie Rendleman, Home Demon- 
stration Agent, Rison, Cleveland County. 


Californie 


In September 1922, the county was divided into 6 zones by the comty 
farm home department committee. Circular letters were sent to each center 
chéimeéen asking her to assist in locating é duane 2 demonstrators in each of 
the 6 zones. Nineteen farmsteads end 3: school grounds vere located. At the 3- 
day visit of the specialist we were able to kee only 9 farmsteeds end 3 shcool 
grounds. The following F February, $ ie the farmsteads end 2 school grounds vere 
partially planted. In Qctober 1923, the specialist again visited the county end 
planned 12 farmsteads and 2 school grounds. - 

The goal for 1924 was as follows: 

(1) To have 9 farmstead demonstrations eanetane. 
(2) To have 3 school ground demonstrations continue. 
(3) To have 13 new femmatekd demonstrations degin. 
(4) To have 2 nev’ school ground demonstretions plenned. 
(5) To have 7 of the-13 farmsteads planted this year. 
(6) To heve 25 families adopt some suggestions. 
(7) To have 10 of these femilies in centers not reached 
dering Lye and 192%, 
’ ifter receiving the lan of places end the list of plants from the 
specialist, the agent vigited the homes to olen-the work for 1924. 
Only seven of the etek rere plented aad none o: the school 
grounds. The plantings were mede as follows: 


Ground l- 

Plumbago caperis,blue 
Carissa grendiflore 
Lantane, orange end red 
Ficus pumela (creeping fig) 
Autizconon Leptotis 

Thuya orientalis 

Fraxinus velutine: (Arizona ash) 

Beby Emme Teschendorf (dark red rose) 
American beauty (large red rose 
Rdward Mavley (crimson ros 

weneral McArtvaur (red rose 
Pave Goutier (sheded-redir 
Stvoile cde freuce (derk red ros 
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Ground 2- a 


hiyrtus communis 

Orange, navel 

‘Olives mission - 
Fraxinus velutina (Arizone ash) 
Bucaélyptus viminalis 
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Ground!) Jecu. wh A ‘i 
“ii. L Spartium junceum (Spenish broom) 
14 Lantana, yellow dwarf - 


3 Ligustrum jasonicum 
l. Nerium oleander, double pink 
3 Abelia granditiora 
eae Carissa 
1 SGuonynus jeponica - 
‘lL Wisteria ‘chinensis, ; (purple viste riai) . 
Greund = 
kepada 8 Lawtane . Gein oy 
' 5:Nerim i6leander; douthlefbidics: Ase 
1 ¥raxinus velutina ‘(Arizona ash)..- 
& Hibiscus syriacus (Althea) 
L°7! Spa rtiuct “juinceun:: 
30' Verbetia;:dark blue: 
14 pa i ‘coumunis ; 
4. Thetipson's--se¢dless ‘grape 


. / *2 Adelie graéidiflore 
-3O- Reged robin: roses.’ 


Ground 5- ‘ 
a ‘ed robin roses 


iO pass 

ac RO Ss 

-§ Carissa: grandiflora 
6 Lentena, purple 


LO Licustrun ovalifoliun. 
LO Ligustrum japonica 
e Guava strawberry 


Groumd 6-— “i a: eA 
le Lantene, lavender and yellow ae oer 
Cennes, King’ Humbert 
Le Iriswin border 
Fraxinus velutins (rig bne ash) 


Ligus trum: javonicun 

liyrtus communis 

Bembeo giant. bamboo: wn 
Gortéederia argentoa (pampas grass) 
schinus Molle, pepper tree °> 
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Ground 7+ 
| 12 Cannas, 1.ing dwbert 
2 Lantana celicetissime, pink and yellow | 
4 . 3 Hibis¢us elegantissima 
1 Pepper _ 
2 Casurina stricta 
6 Eucalyptus rudis. 


Total number of plants used vas 367. Grounds 3% and 7 heave had the 
leest mortality and show the best growth. 

In order to further this work the farm home department has orgenized 
a plant exchenge system.by appointing a county project leader in home grounds 
and one for each center, The center project. leader will keep a record of all 
plants and sceds desired and communicate them to the county project leader who 
will reach the other center project leaders. In this way they hope to establish 
an exchange,in the county to enable farmers to dispose of plants or seeds not 
needed: on. their own grounds, 

Nine farmstead demonstrations have been continued, but no plants eee 
been added... Three school ground demonstrations have elso been continued. melve 
new farmstead demonstrations have been planned, seven of which were Ba acai ee 
year. Twenty-five families adopted suggestions, 10 of which were in centers not 
reached during 1922 or 1923. ~ ‘Orpha Miller, Home Demonstration Agent, El Centro, 
Imperial pOReeys ! 


The home ground improvem nent: end the church end school ground improve- 
ment are grouped together in Sacramento County and have been carried.on by the 
farm advisor, but are reported: here as a- part of farm -home.improvement. For 
the year 1924 we have the following results: , 


. Homes assisted, planned, or landscaped.,......+.-4h 


Schools assisted, planned, or. landscaped..,,..... i 
Parks assisted, planned, or landsca ped. Pa Reig cba sake ee 
Cemetery planned. and planting started....,..-06. ad 
Eleven demonstrations with an attendance of..... 3U8 
Poxee wuUre Wi thh Gib, ah pemuste es oa cow's eins isin ure esa af 


In the 15:ratult demonstrations heli 372 trees, valued at $500, were 
planted. The number of shrubs plantei was 2,535, valued at 3435, ‘The cost 

of the general work amounted to $1,775. This makes a total of $2,710 worth of 
improvements and 2,907 trees ani shrubs planted. 

The Florin community is endeavoring to adopt community beautification 
as one of its projects for the coming year. It is hoped that about 10 or 20 
homes will join in: the. movement. 

The Arcade community has adopted this program and seven have signified 
their intention to beautify their home grounds next year. The plans will te 
drawn. in the-extension office, the orders pooled and delivered on a certain date, 
and the planting done as a community demonstration, - Christine G. Abbott, Home 
Demonstration Agent, Sacramento, Sacramento County. 


The home ground improvement project, which is a long one, is just 


completing its second year. Its progress has becn much interfered with by the 
ary year just passed, 
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In November, 1923, ahi, pleas ‘werd, rade’ Pb ¥ “Glan ting demonstrations in 


oe 
December. As there was no rein dariag. December, it Was thought best to post- 
pone the meetings wmtil February. Prior to“thet ‘ti rae ‘the>specialist had come © 


into the county to help conduct the demonstr rations, ‘bat it was decided that 
with the aid of the farm adviser the project could be carried on without him. 
The farm adviser assisted the home demonstration agent and the project leaders 
at all community planting demonstrations and the ome demonstration egent 
carried on the rést. 
£11 community plantin,s, which. were planned uM om» ‘the. year were made by 
the farm adviser and the project lo aders. “The home’ demohstretion egent was 
unable to carry on field demonstrations, end the home plantings were not ‘so well 
done as they would. heve. been under cther conditions. Mahy of the homes went - 
ehead with, their pleas SO far as, they thought best. under the circumstances, 
considering.algo thc. dry weather and scercity of water.” 
In ‘the commucity demonstrations the Bonsall school planted el sycemores 
end. 4 Monterey cypresses around the edee of the school’ groumds,' end planted one- 
helt of the. cast side to snrubbery. 411 but one’ tree is alive aad growing well. 
ei 2 . The Encinitas school vhich was edded this’ year plented eucelyotus' and 
some evergreen trees and shrubs on two sides of thie building. ‘Ten Monterey 
ae ee trees which bordered the school grounds and which hid it tere cut out. 
his gives a view of' the school from the roed dnd. ae tt ws & very attractive : 
aaa style building, it adds much to the appearance of the school ‘end town. Ko 
have the trees cut out. ‘wo old eucalyptus trees which spoiled the effect of 
the planting were also cut out. This is the only. ‘place’ where a part: ‘of the 
plantings were removed. | Ms 
The Alpine community hall grounds were also planted Sut a: aetHioe pert 
of the trecs and shrubbery hes not survived. Yative shrubs were used which 
under ordinary circumstances would have survived. There is no water piped to 
the place, and it was necessary to depend on rain, which did not: come. 
The other ‘Community demonstration was‘ the cemetery at Portrero. It 
had been vadly neglected ‘for years so the farm home department decided to do 
something about it. ‘They collected a ‘fund with which they had it fenced and 
piped water into it before they did any planting.” On the day of the demonstra- 
tion all the péoplé in the community helped. | 
Roads were cut through first and then the graves were staked and the 
Hreund leveled. Rough granite stones were hauled in end each grave without a 
‘stone was marked, then the whole - ‘place: WAS plotted | out in srave sites and staked. 
Heretofore very little a tent ‘ion had been given to dine and it vas hard tov pay Ate ey 
off. Evergreen trees and native saris were plented. "Rose s ‘were pie to-- 
COVEY. tné tenceg.: | aera! 
: c Many of the homer which were “derionstiration homes: edt year teh s 
added a few plants, its om eats 
i At the farm bureau fair this year the mos jr interesting exhibit of 
“native shrubs of San Diego County vas “shown, with, “the ' sign, ‘Wei are: planting our 
homes with these native shrubs. 4 They. are vedutiful” “shrubs which ‘the people ¢ 
can dig and bring in and. not, have. sto pay money co ‘the ‘nurseries .-Pleda Ee Smith, 
Home Demonstration Agent, San, ‘DiezQ « - San, Dieso County” x ienind Vis aes ie, Aes 
ee eae. Ei y Se ge i Ba 
bag Light cefters; ave; interested.12 the home . erounes and 23 members have 
weer enrolled. in making, their home. engin 3s, ppeagpit al. ‘ae wuin. 


are 
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Last year the Home grounds specialist made plans on pepver, making 
carbon copies for 14 home grounds. This ineluded the arrangesent of drives and 
walks and the location of trees, shrubs, perennials, and vines. Several plents 
were sugg zested for each place so thet if one should not be avéilable another 
could be substitutcd, Local plants were used wherever possible! These plens 
were to be completed in two years. 
The speciélist vas here for three days in October and visited ell the 

grounds already planned and made plans for nine new homes, which will carry 
over for two years. 

| Much interest is shown in this project and several calls for olans 
have been made since the specialist's visit. Several men seid they did not 
know how cheerful bright flovers make a home appear and they thought for the 
sale of land a platmed landscapo was one of the chief assets. More attention 
igs being given to getting old buildines out of sight or giving them a coat of 
whitewash, entrances and walks are being made, and a suggested campaign for 
"Name your home" is being considered. The people feel that a named home will 
stimulate interést in the appearance of the PLES 


The local florist is intercsted in our project and is helping in every 
way. He has asked to stucy the pleng and’ get the nemes of the plents so that 
he may familiarize himself with the vork, end purchase the plants at a nominal 
cost. - Edna Hewitt, Home Demonstration gent, Redding, Shasta County. 


Colorado 


This year the work on the home-improvement project hes not been gg 
successful as we should have liked, but some things were accomplished. 

The fedérated vonmien's clubs of Canoh City conducted a home teéuti- 
fication contest ae the city. The ertension. agent cooperated im this work. 
£. lawn-improvement contest ras instituted and carried throughout the year with 
_guccess. This ne was conducted on a competitive basis and was well 
supported by the women's clubs and the business men of the town. Twenty-Tive 
contestants participated in the lavm contest, and es a result greet improvement 
in homes was made. The merchants of the towm supported this contest with cash 
prizes to winners. . Sixteen contestants participated in a varking contest, which 
was also sponsored .end worked out by the federated women's clv rbs of Cenon City. 

As a result, 15 new lavms were plented end & old ones renovated and 
improved, . The parkings, between the sidewalks and the curbings were improved 
by 13 property owners. . This con a ee caran! project co ompleted its year's 
work by holding a flower show in Canon City. - ace J. Taylor, County Agent, 
Canon City, Fremont County. 


0) 


Florida 


£11 juniors and adults enrolled in home demonstration work are given 
special instructions in improving home , srounds. A circular on beautifying home 
“grounds has proved very vopular throuchout . the State and heg been most helpful 
in selecting plans and border flowers for the home grounds. Eleven counties 
report 632 farms beautifying the home grounds this year, ‘Miss Cole, home demon- 
stration agent of Volusia County, reports the following 
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"Beautifying the hone grounds was started at the first meeting of the 
home bureau, One man gave 300 guava pléat Lor distribution among the members, - 
and many of the members brought cuttings and. seeds, of .various.kind-s for excnange. © 
They report that-a large percentage of these have grown.‘and some have already \ 
had fruit. on them. ‘ie had one talk by a landscape artist, one by a bulb special - 
ist, and we have had budding and crafting demonstrations. Special sheets of in- 
structions in budding and grafting-were prepared by the agent for distribution. 
Literature on lawns. WAS aie distributed, and 22 layns ‘have, ,ecn: started... Ten . 
dollars worth of sweet-pea seed was bought cooperatively and olanted, end $30. 
worth of dahlia bulbs was.bought by three clubs. A bulb men. has become so inter- 
ested in our results that he has. offered the agent a dozen gledigqlus bulbs and a b 
dozen dahlia bulbs, free, for each of her home. bureau members. ae vill. daten. . 
form a nucleus of.-a Volusia County flower show = 

At nearly evory meeting some time was, eiven | ie the discussion of ‘pleat- 
ings. The following plantings. have been reported:: 14? rose. bushes, 102 geraniums, 
& begonias, 15 rubber plants, 200 poinsettias,. 200 hibiscus, 15 oleanders,. Ade 
bougainvillias, 11 begonias, 1,388, gladiolus, 162 Easter lily. bulbs, /2 narcissus, 
6 crotons, 43 coral vines, 200 violets, besides caladiums, dahlias, emaryllis, 
holly trees, magnolias, and,a number of: other flowers. "7Flavia PERE SOM. Home 
Demons tration Leader, Experiment Station,: aameet ities 
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The eight home beautificetion projects were continued during the year. 
Barly in the year the floral club established itself on an organized basis “by. ¥ 
adopting a charter and by-laws. The flower shows supported by the members of 
this club were held again this year, the dahlie. and: chrysanthemum shows eing.. ; 
of special interest. .4s heretofore, I. gave. lectures and demonstrations on 
floriculture before the club. With. the assistance of the, landscape gardening 
specialist or the State Colleze. of Agriculture, I. planned the: development. of: a 

park on a large area of. property Lying, in the heart of the.city and leased, Shot 
this purpose by the floral club. from the. Louisville and: Nashville Railroed msl 
The business men's. leag ue has assured its cooperation: in. the. development: Of. this.. 
project. .The plans. have been. dravm and planting will be started this seagon... 
Three demonstrations were given on layvm making, 1 on pruning shade trees, fe ge on. 
pruning roses, end 5: on digbudding chrysanthemuns.. A cooperative order for. y:: 

rye grass. seed. for winter use on lavns. was received: and distributed. ry as 

At apnea County Agent's ‘Blue Ridge, Fannin County... ¢2! ince a Bee se olees oe na. ' 


_ Since the fine, year of. service. in Fakir: county, work « on ee beautif ‘ica- 
tion of the yards of the people hes steadily advanced. Flover plants and seeds ty ae 
have been carricd from one part of the county to the other by the agent. Shrubs 
have been planted, ree set out, houses painted, fences repaired, and unsightly 
outhouses removed éni repaired. 
.. The women have. started.a:movement..to. beautify the highveys throughout 
the county, and a number of, blossoming. trees have been. set out along the roads. e 
Cabbage pelmetto.and sea myrtle: have been set. out along. the new. highway 
across, nee marshes. to §t...Simons Island by: the engineering. contractors under the 
advice and.direction of the home demonsoration agent and have proved a. ‘guecessful 
demonstration in trensplanting. th 1. delicate. palm... of. the 360. trees plented only . 
three failed to live. 
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‘The beautifying of the comty court heuse grounds has advanced suffi- 
ciently for it to be considered the beauty spot of Brunswick, The plot consists 
of 4 acres, in the center of which stands the court house.- There are 18 large 
live oaks and 2 slash pines within the area. Phoenix canariensis palms, cabbage 
palmetto, crepe myrtle, magnolia, dogwood, maple, willows holly, pecen, hickory, 
locust, and mimosa trees heve been added, besides ornemental shrubs of all kinds. 
The soil has been Duilt up and prepared for a permanent lam of carpet grass 
which has now almost completely covered three sides of the square; the fourth side 
is being built up. Madge B. Merritt, Home Demonstration Agent Brunswick, Glynn 
: 


tAdbian 


Organized landscape extension work was started in the spring of 1917, 
when a full-time assistant was employed to care for the work. Many demonstra- 
tions were started at that time. These now offer splendid opportunity for county 
tours, which are well attended, and great interest is shown. 

_ Without a full-time assistant to care for this work many more calls 
for assistance in planting home grounds, school grounddg, courthouse and other 
public building grounds, are received than can be cared for. This work is now 
being hendled by having those parties interested draw a plan to scale, indicating 
all trees, drives, foundation lines, and so forth. The horticultural division 
then. makes a rough sketch of the sie indicating the location of trees, vines, 
drives, and walks, 

Experience nes dernudibiatead tnat shade trees make the best plantings 
for school grounds, Plantings of shrubbery are of doubtful value where they 
are subject to tramping by school children 

Because of the widesoread interést in beautifying the home ecrounds and 

the lack of time and funds.to vroverly care for all of these demands, complete 
directions for the planting of the grounds end care of shade trees were prepared 
and published in bullctius 98 and 119. The bulletins make it possible for those 
deeply interested to properly plan and plant their ovm grounds, ‘Twenty-five 
thousend copies of revised bulletin 98 were printed. Over 3,000 copies were 
requested and sent out during: Mey 192h. | 

During 1923-24, 21 illustrated lectures were’ given; 3 town parks were 
surveyed and suggestions offered; 15 sketchés were furnished to schools; and 2 
county cemeteries were surveyed and plans for rearrangements made.- C. L. 
Burkholder, Extension Horticulturist, Purdue University, La Fayette. 


Iowa 


The landscape of Iowa farm homesteads, consolidated school grounds, 
and public parks has long been demanded throughout the State. There is probably 
no field that offers so.many possibilities as this field does, and there is no 
line of work which is more needed, As a result, the landscape work was made a 
part of. the service offered by the extension service. The purpose of the work 
is to promote landscape improvement and development through encouragement of 
personal effort with respect to the simpler problems, and to create, generally, 
an appreciation of the practice of landscape architecture, The work which is 
generally taken up consists of home grounds, farmsteads, school grownds, church 
grounds, community centers, cemeteries, parks, playgrounds, athletic fields, and 
torm and country planning. 
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he problem taken up. One type of vork 


The method used denends upon +t 
is the advisory call... .Residences, fazmsgteads, pris oat and parks where the 
problems. ere decidedly simple and where an-nour.dr.more.is. usually necessary for - 
suggestive ‘sketches and .disemssions are con ahd esa aus plan.. ‘The second ©) 
plan.is.that..of the, afternoon meetings. Thess méetings,large end sméll,-are «0 


held-at every. opportunity ud time is allowed for a generel, talk and discussion. 
Sometimes these are held at places where advisory calls:are.made and in public 
buildings and churches. .Good attendance is necessary. for these nschinioaaes 
little is accomplished where only personal, calls ard. made.» : . 
~S Night meetings are engther means of getting across this type. of works 
The se meetings usually consist of illustrated lectures. 
Another metnod used in this work is the demonstration method. ‘Detailed 
.plans are made only in connection with @ demonstration layout. mis demonstratign 
work is generelly limited to one of each kind, to a county, a farmsteed or school, 
due tao .the. extra amouni.of: vane pat CTH ia phan making ae $ne neces beehi sugervi- 
Sion of -the: plan. s; bol og) Gide + ye jth . 

A new phase. of ante: ta ken. ‘ceandeeapee amiawiaa. bemisae is, in connection 
vith the State park SabeMs when it was decided.that.the extension service. should 
assist with the: work, an #dditional.. Lenieaees sg thes Nr. Bi tzsimmons, wes 
employed s i. Shae 8 : ee 

the: foklowing quotation 1 from the. slonona. County report Dante out ‘the 
plans-used in.that county: “is h ‘ae 

; “i peyvrs Moorhead. has. 6 very aifficuit. peach ler? on hee: farm near anh eea 
in Spring Valley township...” He:.wants his buildings rearranged sd6.that they. will 
fit into a certain srocdfped space, Mr. Moorhead ig an extensive cattle and hos 
feeder ‘and owns 1,100 acres:of land... ‘This ‘is the. only..set of. buildings on this 
large’ tract, ° The landscape.artist,:¢. H. Diggs, mede.a' sketch of. the. lénd and: * 
will work out a definite building plan... These famasteadplang’are the first to: : 
be developed in Monoria Comty's end wie mee wery - useful. ia future i for eos, 
stration purposes ote. ee he HDs Mee ie 

Palo LAtoO - County agent Fo ‘the lowing 

‘The landscape: project wes ais ovat ne ae NY in- Watdns the jadividuels 
lived who Had filed réguests at the faem Sureau- ‘office. “Snree -days't service of 
the landscape specialist was obtained. Demoustrat2 ions wefe’ arranged for the. 
afternoon of each day, one at the home of Hermen Morland. in Fairfield tovmship, -. 
one at the home of Hs "A. -Holmeron in Hishlende tévziship, vind one at the home of 
Art Bohn in Rush Lake ‘towrshiv.. The. foxsnéons. ‘of ‘each day:ttere reserved for 
visits to individuals. who had agked fot help, -A great uudber wanted .gpsciel Help 
on the location ‘of new buildings witich they. hoped: to-twild in.the near-future. 
While we were there Mr. Diggs gave them suggestions on planning the shelterbelt 
or windbreak and shrubbery in the yérd. BI 

The afternoon meetings vere all well attended, taking into considerétion 
the busy season'of “the yéar in. which ‘they.were held.”. ‘They were held on Jue 15, 
17,’and.18.° At the places rhere. the. demonstrations. were held, criticisms were. 
made of the plantings of shrubbéry.and trees, and the location of buildings, 

Mach interest was shown’at thesé méetings. -The evenings of seach day were given 
to meetings at which Mr. Diges gave illustrated lectures on Tandscape gardening 
which included all points"of ‘the work. The three evening meetings ‘and the three | 
demonstrations were attended by 355 ceople and ll individual farms ‘vere visited. | 
--The meetings were advertised ia the ‘county vepeis'and over the telephone 
vy local leaders and cocperators in the townships where the meetings were held,- 
M.McDonald, County Agent Leader, ‘Towa “State “Gollege of -Agritul ture: and Mechanic 
Arts, Ames. Risiy ‘nfs 


i 
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Landscape demonstrations vere not sroject 


a for Pens wus age to 
reGuests from farmers Lc was constdared advi 


r © 

sable to conduct demonstrations 
ef this kind, as the value of the fara no id of SBE depends: upon the productivity 
of the ‘soil alone, Sut woon the management end convenience of the buildings 
and the beautification of the home gromds es well, 

Demonstrations were conducted in Hayes, Maple, Battle, Griggs, and 
Galva townships.. The demonstrations were held at the farms of those requesting 
work as follows:. Earl Linguist, -John Marshall, C. oe Crewford, and ou Spindler. 
C. E.- Diggs of the exteusion service, gave nnd deys to this Lieb i otih end the 
county agent three end four-tenths deys. it each denoastretion | ir, Diggs advised 
all-farmers to work out a plen and suggested that they arrange all builaings 
about e court.. He elso recommended that each farmer begin as soon ag possible 
‘to develop an cvergreen windbreak. 

In the 6 demonstrations 40 farmers were reached, Five of these farmers 
who had anticipated making a change but wished to consult a specielist before 
doing so, decided to make changes ebout the farmstead. Lou Spindler's fem is 
being used as-a permanent demonstretion. A blue print of the plans recommended 
was made end Mr. Spindler, vho will use ‘this plen, hopes to add some imorovement 
to the fam cach year. He'expects to stert next year vith en evergreea windbreek 
and a bern. The entire farmsteed will be rebuilt and rearrenged, and as the 

“present: buildings are old it can-bo dene without any greét inccenvenience or 
finenciel loss. 

It is difficult to estimate the velue of this »roject so soon after the 
demonstrations, although it cen be seid Bi the interested partics mentioned 
above were ell impressed with the project, sny work,of this kind done in the 
future will very likely be done by the use PL pictur res to shov improvements 
farms. now engaged in the vrork. Help vill be Given in loceting suiteble trées, 
shrubs, and bushes,.and in any othcr way thet mey be requested.- E..L. Moser, 
County agent, Ida Grove, Ida Comty. 


The disgraceful looking farm home grounds to be found throughout the 
county @re sufficient reason for an associeétion with the aims of the farm bureau, 
to take up landscape demonstrations. 

The homes selected for demonstrations were visited in 1923 by H. H, 

Gorell: or the extension Service, end the Vite srint dlowe were ‘drawn Oy iam tor. 
the buildings. 

We started ‘the year 1924 with these plens in hand, and the question 
arose whether we should merely turn therm over to the persens owning the homes, 
or unin “pana see that they vere put to some use. The latter course was decided 
wpon and cach home was visited end the plens thoroughly explained. This is a 
project which may well find a pléce in the small town as well as in the copntry 
Rome. Two homes were chosen in Keosauqua end four in as meay towaships of th 
county. 7 . 

Hely was given each one in obtaining plants and in getting them set, 
end with a favorable season for transplanting they have made more than an 
average success, These demonstretions have created a new interest in home 
plenning and io aa though the Problems in hoa ihe W ith’ the project are 
many and of long duration. ; 

It would seer: thet the lendscape demonstreticns should start vith a 
short course in care ead handling of a Guts, end graduslly work tcwerd a better 
understanding of the whclée problem including the plan, the final plenting, end 
the cere of the plantings. 
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vet’ As & peartaot the lendscé.e orejecs é contest wes conducted in 
Keosauqua, in cooperation ritn vhe. local business men's organizations. Plans 

and rules:for the’ Gohtest were worked out by @ committee, end an eurollment of 

30 homes wag obteined.. The turpose, ves lergely ‘that of: lendscaype improvement. 
The contest. has recently closed, and, one of ‘the faim-»ureau leaders in home \ 
beautification who ected as judge made a very excellent report. 4 complete 

set of lantern slides is to de made. of this contest. -and will be available for 

use later. The final results of. this work are lasting: and will give greater » 
returns in better citizenship than . many things’ undertaken, > Arthur J. a at 
County Lgent,, Keosauqua 1, Ven Buren County. |. 


Louisiana. - 


, 


Approximately 1 ,Q00. packets of mixed giant zinnia seed were. donated to 
club members. by the Loa a cauliflower association, threugn 24 of the home 
demonstration agents’... st: year, this. same. work was married on with excellent 
results but only. a ae He aas of record cards were yeturned. The ‘demand for -- 
the continuation of the work was. so great that it was continued with a promise 
of increased endeavor to keep the necessary records Interest. in this phase of 
work is increasing repidly,.and i ae eh prove ‘one of: tae mest populer as vell 
as one of the most successful projects. it is particularly appealing to. girls 
between the ages of 15 and 17 years whose taste turns to improving appearances 

rether then to raising vezetables or chickens. ~ | 

The home ground improvement work er ee tes either the plamning of 
homes at the office or at personal visits. A few of she ageats have become 
efficient enough to plan. the grounds ianevieds 4 few models planned either 
by. the garden specialist or the department at WJashington are used as demoistre- 


tions. wherever possible. Courthouse grounds end school grovnes have :come in for 
a great part of the consideration of. a verious women's clubs through which 
most of this work has been carried, on ‘Incidentally, it has done much to bring 


the city women as well as the eeu tee women in closer contac’ WLthi- the home 
demonstration agents and the extension’ service.” : 


A number of flower shows will be held, The main one held this year 
was at East Baton Rouge and vas fostered by 2 seneral committee of one rep- 
resentative from each woman's club in that city. The show was very successful 
and is to be used as a model: for future sho7s throughout the StaLC. ou sae 


i @ 


Fristoe, Extension Horticulturist, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. 


Maryland 


, The women's clubs of Sykesville with the cooperation of the Chamber 
of Commerce inaugurated a home ground improvement contest last spring. ‘The 
‘three homes which made the greatest improvement during the year ‘received prizes 
totaling$5. The contest was conducted to beautify the town through the efforts 
of the property owners. All the homes entered wére scored by a committee com- 
‘posed of Jesse P. King, florist and landscape gardener, Miss Isabelle Cobb, Home 
demonstration agent, and: Ff. W.. Fuller,. county agent, on the following score: “ 
‘House 10; shrubbery 10; lawn 10; boundaries 10; trees 10; flowers 10; outbuild- 
ings 10; walks and drives.10; and general apvearance from the street 20; 
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+ Lao Ree Rare corto? Eopteasuenden denon was considered and scored 

. &»' Sui leness, anc general Condition of the shrubbery 
was considered. & well-greded laim covered with e good clean turf was considered 
ideal. Many kinds of materiel vere used to indicate thé boundaries of ; property, 
and the effectiveness of enck kind wae scored. Trees should ve Priory with 
reference to the house, size of property, and the results: for wee they were 
planted. Flowers used in beds, borders, end boxes and the color schemé were 

all taken into consideration by the committee. The seme conditions under house 
held for the outbuildings as well. Thé walks and drives for the property vere 
scored with reference to the street, house, and outbuildings. All these condi- 
tions put together and considered from the street as they vould be viewed by a 
tourist made up the general appearance. Each property was scored as an indivi- 
dual unit without any reference to the other contestants. The: home's entered were 
scored by the committee in the spring and agein in September, the difference 
between the two scores indicating the amount of improvement accomplished, Total 
scores ran from 12 to 66 this spring; the fall scores were from 12 to 75. 

Mr. King, Miss Cobb, and Mr. Fuller gave generously of their time until 
the work was completed. Bach.contestant will receive from the extension service 
a letter.suggesting phases of improvement which will count the greatest number of 
points end make the greatest attractiveness in his home surroundings. 

; Mr. King says he can see much good resulting from the contest, as it 

will not only beautify the little torn but rill awaken civic consciousness in 

ane other lines of work @s well. +P. TW. Fuller; County Agent, Westminister, 
rroll Couwty,. ee ee 3 


Missouri 


This yoar the more attractive homes project WAS ‘started in. Lincoln 
County: in. the fol lowing communities: Ethlyn, Olney , Auburn, and Troy. ‘The best 
results have been in the Olney and Ethlyn Beale ad dvs. &£ lecture was given at 
which demonstrators were enrolled followed by three demonstrations and a tour. 
The demonstrators for the yard were Mrs. P. P. Palmer, Mrs. Me TD. Nichols,: Mrs. 
M. T. Shaw, Mra. J. L. Thomas, Mrs. Henry Haverkamp, Mrs. H. W. Klaustermier, 
Mrs. C.,4..Copher, Mrs. R. G.’ Chandler, and Mrs. 4. W. Williems. All the yerd 
demonstrators followed instructions given by the specialist but due to conditions 
-in the spring some were total failurés. Mrs; Palmer used the foundation planting 
very effectively, and had a good scréen of velvet beans growing over her back 
porch,. Mrs. Nichols used annucels to screen the chicken yard from the front yard 
and planted honeysuckle on. the fence between the front yard and the corral. She 
also: did some foundation planting. Mrs, Shaw used salvia, petunias, and geraniums 
for foundation plantings with attractive results. Mrs. Copher and the civic 
league had, the outstanding demonstration in the Troy community... They have both 
i given their attention to shrubbery. — Mrs. Copher planted 52 shrubs, 43 of which 
are living. She has started a spirea hedge between her yard and that of her 
neighbors. She is using the border and fowmdation-planting idea, and has her 
plans for the future very definitely made. She is using both native and culti- 
vated shrubs. 

The civic league in Troy is , interested in the improvement of tio small 
centrally located parks. Miss Rocheford of the extension service. submitted a 
complete landscape. plan. A barberry hedge was planted around the smé11 park 
and 10 arbor vitae; 4. bumenee of bridal wreath, end 1 elm tree were planted 
according to. plan; ‘Two urns and 3 smell flower beds were removed. The improve- 
ment at the end of a few months is very noticeable. ‘They hope to finish plant- 
ing by next spring. 
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| Mrs. Chendler in the .ubura community demonstreted ccaclusively that 
the removal of trees end sarubs in a yard too closely planted makes more attrec— 
tive surroundings. - C. L. Hentgomery, Home Demoustration Agent, Troy, Lincoln 
County. _ 5 rghit 


lew Mexico 


Rernalillo and $an Miguel Cowaties report the most werk in shade trcae 
plenting. . In the city of Albuquerque, during the season of 192k, there were 
planted 500 cottonwoods, 100 locusts, 500 Lombardy poplers, 100 elms, and 150 
box elders, end in the. district around Las Vegas 1,000 shede. trees consisting 
of black walnuts, Cerolina poplars, and box elders, were planted Curing one 
day set aside for that purpose. In addition, the agent procured 100 Chinese 
“Pistache and 100 Chinese elms from the U. S. Department of Agriculture for the 
same purpose. In the highkand district eround Albuquerque the nonbearing 
Russien mulberry, black locust, end vpright tamarisk ere being recommended by 

the forest service, and in the valley the nonbearing cottonrood, elm, Russian 
olive, and ash, } 

‘ In £lamogorde, in Otero Comty, Prof. Fite aided the County agent in 
demonstrating to town employees the proper method of setting out elm, locust, 
soft maple, end sycemore trees. These trees wore planted betveen the cottonvoods 
in the torm at the recommendetion of the forest service, and it is hoped that 
they will be of sufficient size in a few years so the cottonwoods may be cut 
down. 


In Harding County the agent interested five people who pooled an order 
for 60 shade trees consisting of ash, hackberry, honey locust, mulberry, elm, and 
jack pine., Practically all of them lived after being ‘planted. oo ae 

The home demonstration agents in Bernalillo and Dona Ana Coumties both 
sention work along the line of flowers 2nd oraamentel snrubs. In Bernalillo 
County 145 rose bushes were obtained for'the ladies in two commumities, Flowers, 
such as dahlias, Chrysenthemums, marigolds, asters, and mormming-glories were - 
planted by 12 women after talking vwitn the home demonstration agent about seed 
beds. Eichty homes procured hoilyhock seed shipped in from Colorado. 

Mr. French, one of the uwuCertakers, hes for several years given out 
dahlia bulbs to boys end girls to plant. This year he gave dine dehlia bulbs 
to eech of 100 boys and girls with snstructions about how to plant and care for 
them. Ninety-six of the flower gardens grew. in the fall the flower gardens 
were judged and prizes awarded to the children making the best showing. ~ | 

In Dona Ana Cowty, Prof. Garcia talked before most of the’ farm bureau 
units about shrubbery and flowers. One women attempted to grow pansies on a ; 
smell scale in hot beds. This proved so successful that she later started grow- 
ing them commercially for others to plant and she is now selling them both as 
plants ond picked blossoms.-Fabian Garcia, Hxtension Horticulturist, New Mexico 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic &srts, State College. i . 


New York : by ah ) oe eo 


In Stafford, April 29 was observed as a community field day for the 
purpose of beautifying the plot of ground knom as Sanders Memorial Park, This 
park was a gift to the village. A moaument to World ‘wer veterans had previously 
been erected and the particular work to be accomplished on the field day was to 
place the large canon in @ suitable place and to plant decorative trees and 


c 
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shrubs about the monument end in other nerts of the perk. Leonard Wood had 
cherge of ‘the vork end about 25 men respyondec vith trucks end shovels The best 
spirit’ prevailed throughout the day end « large emoumt of rork was Aeenieta dea. 
Prof. Porter, from the department of floriculture and ornamental horticulture, 
vho had designed the plans for the ari rangement and planting of the shrubbery, 
obtained a load of evergreen trees early in the day end these were soon plented 
about the monument. 
2 Other places where community work wes done under Prof. Porter's dircc- 
tion’ during the last week iu april end the first week in Mey are: Alebama center 
at the Baptist church with Mrs. Pixley in charce; at the better homes demonstra- 
“tion house in “Cooperation with A, i, Bogue of the Genesee Coumty nurseries; at 
the school buildins in Alexender vith Mrs. Carlton Fisher in charge; and at 
Worth Be ergen church with Mrs. F..0.. Cook in charge. 

Iandscape erchitecture is becoming a very interesting project and one 
to which communities and individuals elike are giving considerable thought and 
attention. Prof. Porter's time in this county is usually taken up with events 
of this nature for the beautification of the surroundings of churches, schools, 
and other buildings. £ large number of individuals elso request his ateree on 
problems of tree planting end arrangement of shrubs for their homesteads.-H. A. 
bvinell, County Lgent, Batavia, Genesce County. 
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North Carolina 


£ll agents wherever possible render assistance in beautification of 
home grounds and 34 counties reported this ag a special project. Some of the 
home beautification has been a continuance of the program started in 1923 by 
the extension specialist in landscape gardening, Planting plans were made by 
him for certain consolidated schools of the county and all the people of the 
community cohcerned cooperated in cerrying ovt these plans. Much of the work 
wags done through all-day planting bees, at which time the men, women, and 
children gathered, bringing with them plants, shrubs, and flowers, and with the 
combined efforts of all present, under the direction of the county and home 
agents, driveways ¢nd walks were laid off, plants set out, and the work well 
started for carrying out the project. 

In 7 counties in the State there were 19 of these commihity projects 
started in this way. The inspiration gained from these has been widespread. 

In counties where planting bees were not held the work was taken up by members 
of the home demonstration clubs as a part of the regular program of work out- 
lined for the year. In this way the principles of planting were studied and 
later the individual problems of each home were considered by the woman and her 
‘family with the home agent as chief adviser. 

The methods used by the agent in Anson County have brought satisfactory 
results. She says, "One of the slogans of the home demonstration work for the 
pest year has been, 'Make your home attractive.!' To this end we had a pink crepe 
myrtle campaign for two weeks in December... The small trees were ordered cocpera- 
tively and procured at a reasonable price. A meeting was held in each community 
and talks were made outlining the general principles of landscape design. In- 
structions were given on how to propagate plants from cuttings and each house- 
wife was urged to start a small plot of cuttings from various kinds of shrubs, 
when it wag not possible to buy the plants already rooted. ‘Ye also urged the 
use of native shrubbery and gave instrections on hor to transplant it. About 
1,000 crepe myrtle trees end spiree, wigelia, holly, and other evergreens were 
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planted, ‘In the spring, while the:early joaguils and-other bulbs were blooming, 
and everyone could see how paige a eee vere, we urged tne women to fill. in 
the corners and along thé fences with these old-time oulbs We asked each house- 
wife, vho had a generous supply in her yard, to divide rien as many of her. © 
neighbors as she could, and in this manner we have been able to have several  \™ 
thousand of these bulbs planted, 
In April and May, when the iris and spirea vere in bloom, we agein 
urged a greater use of these varieties for beautifying the premises and many 
old homesteads where the iris had multiplied were visited and plents obtained 
for different sections of ‘the county... In- November, the women observed one day 
as iris day and each -one planted for herself or divided her iris vith e.friend. 
We have been pleased with the cooperation received along these lines and it 
has been a pleasure to cbserve the improved appearance of so meny of the homes. 
In October we drove through asection..on our way.to a meeting for marketing t! 
‘poultry and almost every yard we passed was a us Wg sight with the old-time 
varieties of vinter pinks, zinnias, and.marigolds,' 
i Sa The little towm of Maiden with the help iy the Catawba County agent 
‘conducted a home-improvenient contest with prizes offered for the best yard and 
‘garden, Forty- eight yards and 35 gardens were entered: with ple aging results. 
Because of the nature of the work, a . project in beautifying kome 

grounds can not be completed in one year but must be carried over a period of 
three or four years and requires more or less individual attention from the 
agent. Although seemingly slow during the process of development, as an example 
‘to the rest of the community, it: bears almost immediate results in the increased 
number,.of homes attempting the sfme:thine.-Jone. §. MeKimnon, Home Demonstration 
Leader, North Carolina State Colle ge of Agriculture.and Engineering, Raleigh, 

- Barly in the Spe te of 1924 four communities. started to improve their 
home grounds, school crounds, .and.church, lots... To. begin with committees were 
appointed to decidé upon .  plameinitwen sme ne meens of financing this project. 


» 


At the tovm.-of ijinton the committee visited the tow board of commis- 
‘sioners end asked oe cooperation. in making the town veautiful, and their 
request was granted. At-the cour thouse this committee plented vines, bults, 
and annuals. Four ye i barrels were obtained for caladiwms; a large bed of 
cannas vas prepared; tall massive shrubbery wes plented near the jail; and 
window boxes were plénted for.the office windows. 7 ) 

At the two banks window boxes were made and vines were plented, and 
‘on the side of each bank beds of ‘cannas were planted. On two vacant lots flower 
beds were made and bulbs planted. Ae Ls . 

. At the Winton school $10:worth of shrubbery given by @ ‘local nursery » 

was planted according to the direction ef the county agent. Many local shrubs 
were also contributed end 48 worth of dahlia bulbs was given by ea firm in Norfolk, 
va. Flower boxes were placed on the stone steps of this buiiding which edded a 
greatly to the beauty of tae surroundings. Rows and beds of canna were &lso 
‘planted on the grounds.—Mrytle Se Home Demonstration Agent, Winton, - 
Hertford County. | 


Oklahoma’ | ie : ee & 
The beautification of home grounds is not & méjor pz roject in’ “any of 
our counties, @s caring for the bere necessities comes first vith us, but we do 


try im each district to stimulete an interest in home veantification and to 
encourage the work. Every girl in the 4-H demonstration ork is expected tO 
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enim on a simple beautificotion project, and our reports show thet 1,351 women 
and &, 10S girls were enrolled in this wphese of the work. Six hundred ninety-seven 
women and 4,039 girls completed the work, as a rule, this project can not be 
completed in one year, but in jams céses a Phower gerden represents the vork done 
by the demonstrators. 

Mrs. Condon, home demonstration agent of Greer County, sent in the 
following item in one of her weekly reports: "Faye Walling, one of my 4-H club 
girls, is gladdening the hearts of several of the girls end women. She hes to 
beautiful Dorothy Perkins climbing roses. Last fall she buried a number of vines, 
and’ now she hés enough rose bushes’ to make a hedge clear ecross her front yard and 
has given away about tro dozen rose bushes to girls in different parts of the ~ 
county." | a yg aol ) 
| From Mrs. Coryell's report a different phase of the work is illustrated. 
In her report she gives a picture of the house of T. Stover, a demonstrator who 
is working under F. L. Mulford of the Washington office. Mr. Mulford worked out 
a plen whereby the Stoverg would use native trees and shrubs in the beautification 
project. She further states that Mr. Stover is well satisfied with the progress 
of the project, which hes lasted five years. Mr. Mulford hes several other 
demonstrators under Mrs. Coryell in Grady Coumty, ang now that we have & man in 
our ov State devoting half of his time to home beautification we hope to emphasize 
this work more.-Francis L. Browne, Home Demonstration Leader, Oklahoma Agricultura 
and Mechanical College, Stillwater. 


South Carolina 


Probably. one of thée.most interesting piecés.of work is that which is 
being carried on through. the flower cluos in the comty. Splendid reports heve 
come from members showing @ great increase in .the number of flowers planted this 
year. This work has not veen confined to clubs. & number of communities are 
planting flowers ty the roadside,- improving school grounds, and home grounds. © 
The farm woman's council adopted the dehlia as the county flower and asked that 


the county women grow a dahlie at every door’ step, and judging from the number 


of blooms this fall the idea hes taken weil. in ‘ie county. Dahlia day was 
observed at the Square Deal market end many eee eme to buy es vell é&s to 
see the flowers. Many orders have been taken for dehlia bulbs to be delivered 
in the spring &s « result of the shows and dehlia day... 

. Mrs, Landrum Seers received the first prize in flower rork at the 


county fair, and the following is a report of her work: 


"Rorly in’ January my flower bed wag thorovghly plowed and made rich 
with well-pulverized barnyard fertilizer. The last week in January I plented 
25 cents worth of Spencer mixed swect veas. From this small bed many bunches 
of flowers were sent to the pee laggitt for the sick and from the sele of cut 
blossoms $9 was realized. 

In February, I decided to prunes my roses and Laid them in a new place. 
I took them up and pruned the roots elso, taking off e11 the old diseased ones. 
They were planted again and fertilized with barnyard. fertilizer. In the ‘spring. 
I had meny pretty blooms. From the sele of roses $5 ves realize Oba | 

Early in April’ I began to get my ground ready for ny ‘mums I hed one 
row in the garden thoroughly ‘plowed end fertilized with barnyerd and commercial 
fertilizer. The plants were separated end plented the last of April and worked 
every week for séveral we oks.: Once each month more fertilizer wag added. They 


have been pruned and the ouds have been pinched off leeving the strong ones. 
From the s@le of plants : $16 wag ree@lized end $12 from the sale of blooms. 
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Last Wovember I ordered 300,gladiolus:tulbs. when they came I packed 
them in. paper bags and stored them in a vam ‘'cléset.. In March I had several 
rows plowed and fertilized with barnyerd-end cgimaspetes fertilizer,. The last - 
week in March 100 bulbs were planted, two weeks later 100 more were planted, end 
two weeks later the lest hundred was plented. ‘These were .plowed end worked just 
like the vegetables. I hed blooms mtil August. -I paid, $15 for the bulbs, and 
sold $30: worth of cut Pome and shave. my ‘bulbs cleened pnd stored aviay for 
another year. 

In April the date vat shh vids are. ‘Liftea from the saith the Bréunde plowed 
and fertilized with barnyard fertilizer. The.clumps were separated end only: one 
tuber planted in @ hill. Stakes were.driven in each place where the tuber vas j 
planted and as the plant grew each was tied to a stake. The tubers shouldbe - 
planted 6 inches deep and 3 feet apart. The plants were cultivated: every two 
_-weeks until - September, : ‘October is: the dahlia month and during. :that‘month.I sold i) 
loads of blooms end booked dozens of orders. Qne seddling was sent to the Trial 

Gardens in. April, one. to Berkeley, Calif..,and one to -Storrs, Conn. : This. year I 
sold and booked. orders fer ¢21é.worth of tubers, and sold 126. worth of cut. 
flowers, which is a total: of $346, I also received .97 orders for tubers wee chi 
could not be filled. I wish that I. could value in dollars the pleasure I 
receive. from my flowerg each. } year! "Kate M. Harper, Home Demonstration Agent,,. 
Sparta anburg,: Spartanburg Coumty. e eteng, | ial ‘es a 2 ns 


Texas 


Hach club girl is asked to make a simple yerd plan which can be. carried 
out during her four years.of clu» vork. .Same -planting is doné each year with the 
ultimate aim of having 2 neat, attractive yard-well started at the:end of the four 
years of club work, In-eddition to plenting, each girl is expected. to: keep both 
front and back yards clean and do any repair work possible. ' As‘a. whole the yard 
work of the girls has deen carriod on with good results during 192 in ie la ae ‘ 
excessive droughts’ in meny. sections ofthe State. 

In most instances: the. mothers.and: fathers have cooperated Heaweiey: in 
the work. To interest: the girls in Palo’ Pinto Couty in making their. homes more 
attractive, the club women of Mineral ‘Jells organized a plant and seed exchange 
whereby the a repla were given many cuttings of. rose bushes and shrubs. These - 
girls report 10 grape 5 habe planted, with seats built inside, and 125 shade 
trees plented. : pes % 

Last spring in. {eirarGotinsiy: a man who has been & lover of trees and 
flowers offered a prize to the club girl who brought in. te him the best dahlia » 
bloom grown from bulbs which he: distributed to the girls through. the home. 
demonstration agent. Directons were.given regarding the ‘planting and care of 
the plants. The girls had good results end later they were teught- how to.separe te 
the bulds and care for them through the winter after the blooming season is over. 

-In Travis oe a ees piece of yard beautification Wes oe sned 
with zinnias. ; 

A tree-planting camps ign wos: org suiwed for: aabor dey in Rusk County. ae 
where the agent is emphasizing, the. use of. fruit ond nut. trees and is. urging 
— member to plant at least oneiand care for it roperly. 

, One farm. woman ia Cass Comty is snid to heve tho most. attractive. yard 
on a highway of 50 miles. She hes beautifol flowers, grass / and shrubs. Until 
her girls acres club members. they nad never planted enything » how she says she 
could not live without. them. 
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Dallas County has had ‘a coumty flower and seed exchenge Sar five years. 

Hach club has répeated this locally end as & result bulbs, flowers, end shrubs 
have been. thoroughly distributed over the county. - Fifteen yards in the county 

@=.. had definite landscape plens made for them and efforts are being made to 
(carry them out. 

5 ay Go 6 »516 women a 9, 729 girls ati livee in beautification of 
home grounds. Of these 33735 women and -5,202 girls compléted the project. As 
& result of. instruction in beautification, 855 home grounds and 172 school 
grounds and community erouds have been planted this year. The total number of 
homes beautifying home grounds this year.is 10,417.- Bertha Clayton, Home 
Manézgement Specialist, Agricultural and Mechanical Colleg “o of ‘Texas, College 
Station. | 


‘< -. One of ‘the biz projects for this year was the distribution of 
poinsettia cuttings. These were given to the farmers in the various sections of 
the county last Feorvary end a poinsettia day was set aside’ in the communities 
for that purpose. The. result of the work is very apparent’ for wherever one goes 
the red blooms can be. seen. The county agent in cooperation with the home 
Gemonstration agent has designated the second week in February 1925 as poinsettia 
week and more: cuttings will be distributed. 

The poinsett@has*to be pruned each year in order to. make it bloom 
more and to prevent the stem from becoming too large and dreaking over just before. 
blossom time. In 1923, nearly all primings were burned: The county agent asked 
the people for cuttings and on February 12, distributed 1,100 cuttings in Browns- 
vilie and El Jardin. The ones in E1 Jardin were presented to the members of the 
women's clubs and the h-H clubs. 

The county agent's car wes loaded in the fowl and he drove out and 
distributed the cuttings through rural clubs as much as possible -end gave the 

rest to férmers along the road. In the i of the boys! and girls! clubs only 

15 cuttings were given to éach member end then only to thé oldest ones in the 
family. In Los Indios, Los Fresnos, end dedied Marie GOO cuttings were distributed; 
In San Benito 15,900; in Erovmsville 600; and in Harlington 735. In addition to 
this many hundred cuttings were given away by various people of which there is 
no’ record.- Louis N. Alsmeyer, Comty Agent, San Benito, Cameron County. 


West Virginia 


Individual homes, schools, end churches were used for demonstrétion 
« purposes in the home beautification work. Communities vhich were know to be 
interested in the improvement of the exterior conditions of their homes were 
selected largely through the home demonstration agents. A home in this community . 
é was then selected for demonstration purpdses. Community meetings were held where 
all who were interested assembled. In most cases this wes at the home of the de- 
monstrator. 4 lecture on the general principles of lendscape gardening was given 
to those present. Sometime before the meeting a paced survey was made of the 
home end its surroundings. From this & development and plenting plen was made 
end a blueprint sent to the denonstrator. ishere conditions made it possible 
pictures were made of the demonstration homes before any work was done end it is 
intended that pictures be taken efter suggested chenges ere made. These pictures 
are finelly to be worked up in @ builetin to be used for advertising purposes. 
In many cases no plens were anes only rough sketches being drawn and plentings 
suggested for the different homes. 


’ 
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Emphasis wag placed ‘on the use of, native material for planting, as the 
State can boast of as choice a selection of trees and shrubs for landscape work 


as any in the union. Ordinarily not much urging is required to influence people € 
} 


to use native material, they simply have not thought of ‘using it. -Some prefer 
to use exotic material because it gives more variety and native material is seen 
daily. Preliminary work was done by: the. home demonstration agents through the 
use of clud lesson leaflets which were studied at the monthly club meetings. 
These came in orderly sequence, taking up first, the plan; second, trees; third, 
shrubs; and fourth, annuals and perennials. To these, for the ensuing season, 


is to be added one on lawn making, and later-one on. indoor plantings. 

This work in no way infringes upon that of the commercial landscape - 
architect as the type of home worked with is such that could not afford to hire 
a landscape architect. Nor could they afford to carry out his tork when planned. 
The plans are made to give them something definite to follow so they can carry 
out the work over a number of years. The work in the field proves more -and more 
Popular and while it -has been almost, entirely restricted to country homes in the 
past, there is @ growing demand for work of a similar type in the small town, 

Many requests were received for help on country school and church grounds. 
with the exception of two cases, these requests were for grounds where schools had 
veen built. Here, in particular, native shrubs were used where they receive little 
“eare and much rough usage... The children are easily interested in this work and are 
glad to help clean and plant the. grounds and keep them neat when planted. The home 
demonstration agent in Braxton Coumty had her 4-H club at Chapel clean the church 
grounds and plant shrubs and.flovers. Per | ee ' 

Much poor work has been done in the State in placing the school building on 
the school grounds, In many cases the splendid grounds heave been ruined ag far as 
the rest of the layout is concerned. The Upshur County board of education asked 
for plans before the school was erected. They were well pleased with the plans 
which showed not only the present school building site, but'a gymnasium, athletic 
field, roads, and walks, Since. then, tro other school boards which cantemplate 
‘the building of high schools have asked for assistance before the school is. built.- 
T. D. Gray, Extension Horticulturist, Colleze of Agriculture, iiest Virginia Univer- 
sity, Morgantown, . ” Sy ie 


Summary 


There is no one best method to obtain results. ihhichever gives promise of 
reaching a large number of farm homes should be considered, Many times plant 
exchanges or the distribution of cuttings through the comty may be the needed 
stimulus to start interest. Community contests or county competitions are often 
the way: to get widespread action. Dividing’ the landscape problem into parts like 
foundation planting, border planting, screen planting, shade tree planting, and 
lawn making, and endeavoring to get each club member in the county to do a little 
of the kind of planting selected for the year is often useful. This division 
makes the problem look less formidable both to the agent and the demonstrator 


and thus more likely to be.undertaken. ‘In addition locel leadership. must be, « e) 


developed for the largest regulis. 
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